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The Booster Club is hosting our normal activities: Breakfast Every Monday 7-9am; Art Club Monday
1-3pm; Line Dancing Tue 2-4pm; Game Night Tue 6:30pm; Quilters & Crafts Wed 9am; Bingo Night Thur
6pm; Game Night Fri 6:30pm
March Booster Club Events:
Mar 1
Booster Potluck and General Meeting, 5pm
Mar 4/5
Spring Fever Daze Craft Show 9-3pm, Lunch served 11-1
Mar 8
$6 Dinner, 4-6pm
Mar 20
Last Ice Cream Social of the Season, 2-4pm
Mar 22
$6 Dinner, 4-6pm
Mar 28
Last Breakfast of the Season, 7-9am
Mar 31
Last Bingo of the Season, 6pm
At the End of March, most activities at the Booster Club will end for the season. A few activities may
continue for another month or so. Please check the Online Calendar for specifics at www.bouseboosters.
com.
To Reserve the Booster Club for an upcoming activity, please call Janet at 435-730-5943 or email
calendar@bouseboosters.com. Please don’t assume your event will automatically be added for next
season. We need your confirmation to guarantee your space on our calendar.

Bouse Chamber of Commerce

It’s no secret, these are tough economic times filled with a level of uncertainty and doubt. But I happen
to believe that this is also a time of opportunity - a chance to stand out from the Pack!
Businesses who see the glass as half full will find a way to succeed. In fact, these are times when new
and creative ways of achieving things are cultivated. “Necessity is the mother of invention,” and now more
than ever the Chamber and the community needs to consider news ways of doing business to achieve
things for the best interest of the community.
The Chamber has officially moved its meeting time to the second Monday of the month at 6:00pm.
We are hoping this will encourage even more community and chamber members to attend the meetings
and express some more ideas. The Bouse Chamber of Commerce is more than ever open to input from
members and encourage you to share your comments and suggestions as the Chamber continues to
strive for greater things on behalf of the members and the community. The Chamber relies on member
support and volunteers to achieve any of our projects.
We would like to thank all the volunteers who stepped up and helped with setup and clearing the
displays and memorial park for the 20th Camp Bouse dedication earlier this month. This year was
dedicated to the 748th Tank Battalion and 526 AIB & Pekan Newsletter. As in past years we were truly
honored this year to have Gordon McLeod and Glen Dameron in attendance. Both these veterans trained
at Camp Bouse in 1943/44 and were on hand to enjoy the festivities and share their stories.
We were very pleased with the attendance at both the dedication itself and the tour of Camp Bouse.
I personally would like to thank John Bennett for once again presenting Camp Bouse to the public,
Rhonda and Sherrill for all their efforts again, Jack for being the most popular person on the tour
again (especially during stops). It would be remiss of me to not mention Lake Havasu City VFW #757
Detachment Marine Corp Honor Guard, District 1 Havasu VFW Riders, and the National Anthem sung
by Debbie Settle, Paul (Skip) Fountain, Post Commander, Bouse VFW; and Robert (Gunny) St Germain,
Gunny’s Military Museum in Quartzsite. Finally lunches were provided by Bouse Boosters on Saturday
and the American Legions Ladies Auxillary for the Tour on Sunday. Thank you all of you ... it shows us
all that It really does takes a large effort by everyone to make an event appear seamless.
As we move towards the time many of our winter residents return to their summer homes, I would
like to wish you safe travels and let you know that those of us fulltime Bouse people will still be working
on projects to enhance the community for when you return next winter. On the pipeline is some work
on the Museum displays and information, planning for regular (and some new) events, and maybe a
new business or two that are in the works as well. I will do my very best to keep you informed via www.
bouseazchamber.com ... www.bouseaz.com ... or the bouseaz facebook page.

Last of the Season Ice Cream Social, March 20th, 2-4 pm
Newsletter funding is provided jointly by the Bouse Booster Club and the Chamber of Commerce
Editing - Pat Walch ... Layout & Design - Dani Bull (Blue Moose Design Services)
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The Historic A & C Mercantile
By Pat Walch

Editor’s note: Historical parts of this article have been excerpted from “A Brief History and Factual Brochure on the A&C
Mercantile of Bouse, AZ” by Ray Townsend, Jr. on display at the Bouse Museum.
Bouse’s A & C Mercantile was originally built around 1906 and operated through Bouse’s early mining years by
several proprietors. In 1939, James C. Townsend, a Bouse prospector, took over the then failing store. There were no
telephones or electricity in town. Other businesses had come and gone, but Townsend saw a future in the mercantile
and post office for the town of Bouse and soon had it back to a profitable business.
It wasn’t long when his future brightened as U S Army troops rolled into Bouse in 1943 to build and begin training
at Camp Bouse. Townsend acted as the army’s PX during the camp’s training maneuvers and occupation in nearby
Butler Valley.
Only the center section of today’s A & C building existed at that time with a meat counter in the back of the store
next to the gas generator powered walk ins and the post office in the front. There was no air conditioning, just the large
sliding doors that opened up the front to circulate air through the store. It got so hot in the summer, some of the canned
goods (especially tomatoes) exploded from pressure.
Though the air was welcome, the open doors caused other problems. Such as the day three rabid coyotes dropped
into the store. Customers scrambled up the shelves to escape the scary beasts; James climbed up to reach his shotgun
and frightened the coyotes off, saving his customers and the day.
By 1950, electricity came to Bouse and James purchased the store from the Bealer family. Coolers, regular doors
and lights, and two additions were added: a storeroom for extra merchandise and a cafe/bar room, where three slot
machines were bolted to the bar.
In 1963 Bouse received phone lines through town. The railroad had the only phone before then—which, as town
constable, James Townsend for emergencies.
In the summer of 1964, Bouse was chosen once again for a large scale military training, named Exercise Desert Strike.
Thousands of troops filed into the valley from April /July to simulate the effects of Calfornia’s being seized by Japan
and to plan strategies to prevent infiltration further inland. War games were held on both sides of the Bill Williams and
Colorado Rivers. New diesel tanks roamed the desert around Bouse in much the same area as during WWII.
Business flourished at the A & C. Truckloads of groceries, beer, and soda came in on a daily basis. The men cleaned
off the shelves as fast as they were stocked, fifteen workers kept the store and cafe operating. The soldiers were on their
good behavior for the most part. But one evening, four men got a little rowdy and were asked to leave the premises.
When MPs arrived, the men refused to budge. One MP drew his pistol and shot a warning shot into the air . . . only they
were not outside. Look for the bullet hole in the ceiling above the side doorway, a reminder of days past.
With the Army’s withdrawal in July, Bouse was back to a sleepy little town we all enjoy today! The A & C remains the
oldest continuously operated business in town.
And now, the rest of the story . . .
Congratulations go out to, Rhonda and Jeff, who just marked their 5th Anniversary as today’s owner/operators A & C
Mercantile on the first of March. They keep the doors open 365 days a year, Saturday/Monday 8-5, all other days 7-7.
Before visiting Rhonda for this interview, I’d gone back to our archives to when we announced the change of ownership.
Here’s a quote from that interview in our May issue, 2011: “I love this place . . . it’s like being a part of history,” said
Rhonda. “I guess it has just been here waiting for me to show up.” People agree she fits being proprietor of our 100 year
old A & C Mercantile. I found out she comes by it naturally when she showed me the photo on the wall of her great
grandmother in her own general store in North Dakota many years ago. Take a look to see the startling resemblance to
today’s A & C.
Jeff and Rhonda have added a lot of merchandise during that five years, and continue to add today. In addition to
groceries and beverages, you can find just about anything there. Locally branded T-shirts and other apparel—to cubes
of alfalfa and bags of quail scratch. And yes, from soup to nuts. And, if you can’t find it, just ask Jeff. Newest on their
shelves: wine varieties, Leanin’ Tree greeting cards, more “sugar free” items, and 5 gallon tank exchange from Vision
Propane.
I was flabbergasted to find Necco wafers on the counter—a real blast from my childhood days back when a nickel’s
worth of Neccos lasted us for the whole double feature at the Saturday movie. Also on the shelf, a Big Cherry candy
bar that looked surprisingly like the old “Cherry-a-let” or “Mountain Bar” from way back when. Bring back a few
memories?
Take the time to look around while you’re in the A & C. You never know what you’ll find. Check out their breakfast
sandwich, pizza, and other deli items in the side room. The original old P.O. boxes (rescued from the back room after
the ownership change) can be seen in the front corner of the store, as well as other memorabilia from days gone by if
you look around carefully.
Rhonda previously operated a Wellness Shop and Second Hand store in Shelby, Montana before moving to Bouse in
2005 to be close to her parents who came here to retire. She worked at the A & C 3 ½ years before assuming ownership.
And it looks like she and Jeff are permanent fixtures now.
And, speaking of permanent fixtures, most of you know the bubbly Jessica who’s on duty when Rhonda and Jeff
aren’t around. Jessica has worked there since 2008, when she “escaped” from the California city life and came here to
raise her kids in a nice, quiet community. She’s a “keeper” too.

Happy Easter
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20th Camp Bouse Memorial Celebration

1st Friday Swap Meet
March 4th

8am - 2pm, Bouse Rest Stop
Reserve your spot at 851-2509

Like reading spicy romance e-books?
Try local author Dani Marie
Also: Children’s books,
short stories and more!
Available on Amazon

www.danimariebooks.com
Promote Your Business in the Newsletter

Bouse merchants may now place a ready-to-print ad or
news item about your business
in the monthly Community
Newsletter by contacting Dani
Bull, 928-575-6330 or 938-8512222. Dani, with Blue Moose
Design Services, can also design
and format your ad at reasonable
costs from $15 and up.

Over 130 folks honored our veterans at the dedication
ceremony for the 20th Anniversary of Camp Bouse Days
on February 13 at the Memorial Monument in downtown
Bouse. Gordon McLeod and Glen Dameron, veterans who
trained at Camp Bouse in 1943/44 were on hand to enjoy
the festivities and share their stories through the luncheon
and other weekend events.
Newly elected Chamber President, David Bull, welcomed
the crowd on behalf of Bouse Chamber of Commerce, VFW
Post #2357, and American Legion Post #46, sponsors of
this year’s event which was dedicated to the 748 Tank
Battalion and 526 AIB & Pekan Newsletter. Following the
Raising of the Colors by the Lake Havasu City VFW #757
Detachment Marine Corp Honor Guard and the National
Anthem sung by Debbie Settle, were presentations by John
Bennett, VP, Bouse Chamber; Paul (Skip) Fountain, Post
Commander, Bouse VFW; and Robert (Gunny) St Germain,
Gunny’s Military Museum in Quartzsite.
Luncheon served at the Bouse Booster Hall was hosted
for all present veterans and their families following the
ceremony.
A capacity group of 75 enjoyed the desert tour of Camp
Bouse on Sunday.
A total of eleven plaques commemorating Camp Bouse
have been provided by the EVC Clampers: ten at the
Memorial Monument on Highway 72 in downtown Bouse,
beside the military vehicles on display. Across the street
is the 11th plaque, in front of the A & C Mercantile which
served as the U S Army PX for the soldiers who trained
here.
Camp Bouse Days is always celebrated the second
weekend in February. Join us for our 21st on February
11/12, 2017.

New Chamber meeting date
Join us Monday
March 14th @ 6pm

See you at . . .
The Final Chapter
1st and 3rd Saturdays,
March 5 & 19, 10-2pm
Books, DVDs,
and more . . . with
“experience!”
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The Day Honda’s Championship Team
Came to Town

While most of fans of the Parker 425 were taking in the
Downtown Experience in Parker, students from Bouse and
Wenden were having their own “up close and personal”
experience with Honda’s race team and driver, Jeff Proctor,
at the Bouse Elementary School. Jeff and the Honda team
rolled directly from California into Bouse around 1pm
on Feb. 4 to spend some time with the local kids before
traveling on to Parker to check in for the big race.
Perched atop his red and white 3.5 litre twin turbo
powered Honda Ridgeline, Jeff talked about his racing life
and answered lots of questions from the students. The
truck’s engine started with the same one that goes in the
Honda Pilot or Ridgeline you buy at the car dealer. His
special twin turbo’s top speed rating is 130-135 miles per
hour, but his own top speed achieved in a race was in last
fall’s Baja 1000—a mere 122mph. Folks, don’t try this at
home!
Jeff won his unlimited class in that November race,
but lost his favorite helmet to a flying rock that gouged
a chunk from its face while thankfully protecting Jeff’s
during the race. Safety for Jeff and his on-board navigator
is paramount on Honda’s racing circuit. He said the
Ridgeline’s fiberglass body could literally withstand eight
end-over-end rolls and he and his navigator/passenger
would be able to walk away.
Jeff’s navigator stays in constant radio contact with their
onsite team watchers and spotters at all times during a race
to advise Jeff on when to speed up, slow down, upcoming
obstacles, or other warnings. His Honda’s 65 gallon fuel
tank is refueled after each lap of the race, some cars refuel
twice per lap according to Jeff. The truck is equipped with
covered lights which can be opened as needed for early
mornings or after dark racing.
Jeff began racing at age 15 on a Honda dirt bike, then
graduated to buggies and trucks. His 2016 circuit schedule
includes five races: Parker 425, Mint-Las Vegas, Baja 500,
Las Vegas to Reno, and Baja 1000.
When the questions ran out, the kids lined around
the gymnasium to wait their turn to shake Jeff’s hand
and receive their own personally autographed poster or
calendar from Jeff, then gathered to watch and wave as
the crew loaded up and pulled out. It was a day the kids
won’t forget, thanks to Jeff and the Honda Team.
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Bouse Genealogical Society

A special thanks to all of our
members who attended our Genies in
the Desert Workshop at the Booster
Club on February 26th. Thanks also
to the Booster Club for preparing and
serving our lunch. It was another
great day of classes and friendship.
Bouse Genies Meeting Schedule
Bouse Genies regular meetings are
held every other Friday from 9:30- 2. Bring a sack lunch.
All meetings, seminars, and workshops are open to the
public.
Meeting dates: 11 March, in the Booster Club;
		
25 March in the Library
		
8 April, in the Booster Club;
		
22 April in the Library
Users Groups Meeting Schedule
Our Legacy Users Group meets following lunch on
the first meeting of the month; DNA Users Group meets
following lunch the second meeting of the month. For
further information check out our website at www.
bousegeniesaz.org or www.facebook.com/bousegeniesaz,
or contact Bousegenies@gmail.com.

Bouse Elementary School News

Bouse Elementary School would like to thank the
community members for their participation in Take a
Kid Fishing. The children really enjoyed themselves.
A big thank you goes out to the La Paz County Deputy
Association for donating ice cream for the children to have
after their lunch.
Honda Ridgeline Racing Team, from the Parker 425,
came to the school and talked about the race and how the
race car works. The driver also answered questions from
the children and signed posters for them. It was a great
experience for the students.
Thanks also to all in the community who participated in
the American Heart Association Jump Rope for Heart. The
children collected over $2,500.00 and jumped rope as part
of their participation.

VFW Post 2357, Bouse, Arizona

Hwy 72 East, Phone 928-851-2857
Hours: 10am to ?
Red Shirt Friday - 10-9pm
Weekly Events:
Monday – Darts, 3pm, Men’s Aux Tacos, 5pm
Tuesday & Friday – Poker, 3pm
Thursday – Karaoke and Hamburgers, 5pm
Friday & Saturday – Live Music, 5pm
Special Events:
Mar 15 - St Patrick’s Dinner, 5pm til gone, $8 donation,
corned beef & cabbage, Music by Dave and Vicky Grezak,
Members and Guests.
The VFW and American Legion are collecting articles
for the Veterans at the Prescott VA Hospital. They need
lap robes, socks, playing cards, puzzles, books, snacks,
hygiene items, snacks, and both regular and sugar free
cookies (not homemade). Donations may be dropped
off at the VFW or the American Legion by April 8th. If
anyone has questions, please call Lee at 208-681-5138.
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Bouse Public Library
Hours:

Tues 10 am - 5 pm
Wed
10 am – 4 pm
Thurs 10 am - 4 pm
1st and 3rd Sat 10 am - 3 pm
44031 Plomosa Rd
Phone 928-851-1023
Fax 928-851-2758

Kay’s Korner

Well, our winter season is almost gone. We’ve certainly
enjoyed all our interesting patrons from all over the country,
and, of course, our locals too!
Carol Brown gave a very informative presentation on
“Bouse, AZ, Then and Now.” Who would have thought our
little town had such an interesting past and present!
We also had Western author, Ron Lazenby, here for a book
signing & sales on Saturday, Feb. 20. Thanks to all that
stopped by to talk to him.
The Dog Park next to us seems to be working out fine. If
you haven’t visited yet, bring your best friend over for a run.
We invite you to come on in and check out our new books
and DVDs. Don’t forget we now offer Notary service, faxing,
printing, coping, computers, and WiFi!
Plus, if you have a craft or hobby you would like to share
with our patrons, please come in or give me a call, so we can
discuss setting up a presentation or demonstration.
Happy Easter!

Quilters & Crafters

Our Members Club Sale raised
$38.30, bringing our Fabric Fund
total to $142.37. This fund buys
the batting, quilting thread, & extra
fabrics needed to make the Raffle
Quilts each year. Rene Sudan will
do the quilting for the quilt we
pieced in January. Don’t forget to
bring your squares for the quilt that
we will be making the 2nd week of
Jan. 2017. A big thank you to all who have already turned
yours in.
March 2 - Pot Luck Luncheon and Bonnie & Ken
Fabrics - Ken will have our “Club Challenge Fabric” if you
would like to do our new fabric challenge! Rules will be
explained at our luncheon.
March 16 - Card Making Class - $10 includes material
for 3 cards/envelopes. Call Linda to sign up: 760-5746555.
Quilters and Crafters will meet Wednesdays at 9 until
our season ends April 27. All are welcome to join in.

RENEE’S
LIL OLE’ COUNTRY SHOPPE

NEW & USED
LOTS OF MISCELLANEOUS
BOUSE, AZ
928-851-2358
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AMERICAN LEGION POST 46

43531 Hwy 72, Bouse, AZ
Phone: 928-851-1050
Open noon to 7:00pm daily
Always great drink specials!
Monthly Meetings:
Men’s Post - 1st Sat @ 10 am
ALAuxiliary - 2nd Tues @ 10 am.
ALRiders - 1st Mon @10 am
Looking for new members for our road riding
events! . . . Please come in to sign up.
Weekly Events:
Sunday – Dinners, 2pm, menu to be announced
Queen of Hearts, 3pm
Monday - 50 cents off all drinks, 2-4pm
Tuesday - Darts & snacks, 4:30pm
Wednesday - Hamburgers & fries, 3-6pm
Karaoke, 4pm. Meat Draw & 50-50 drawings too!
Thursday – Poker, 3pm
Friday - Fish fry - March 4 &18, Pizza - March 11 & 25;
Both are 2 to 6 pm, Karaoke 4 to 8 pm.
No Saturday event.
There will be NO SMOKING during food service hours
at all weekly and special events at the American Legion
Post!
Special Events:
March 7 - Post Fun Run, leave Post 10am, Food at
Post after Run.
March 12 - Colorado Blues Festival, 2-8, Motorcycle
Show, 2-5pm, Blue Water Casino Amphitheater,
Free Admission See details page 8.
March 13 - Poker Run, starts 9 to 10 am, sign-up
Blue Water Casino or Foxes Floating Bar,$10
per rider, $5 per passenger, cars welcome. Run
ends at Bouse Post 46 with $7 dinner
March 19 - Earl & Diana’s Annual Fish Fry, 2pm at
their house, please bring side dishes
March 19 - Yuma Post 19 Annual Birthday Ball,
6pm.
March 20 - District 1 Quarterly Meeting, Post 19
Yuma, Brunch at noon, mtg, 1pm
March 26 - Children’s Easter Egg Hunt, Bouse
Community Park, 9am, FUN, PRIZES, CANDY,
& EGGS
March 27 - Easter Dinner, 2pm
This is the third annual year for the Colorado Blues
Festival, coordinated by Chuck Jordan. This year’s event
includes a Motorcycyle Show open to all, entry $5. Three
bands are on the schedule and lots of raffle prizes from 2
to 8 pm at the Blue Water Casino Amphitheater in Parker.
Free Admission for all! Proceeds and donations go to
Veterans Helping Veterans of AZ. For more info: Chuck
Jordan, Event Coordinator, 928-566-9774.
We are collecting donations for Arizona’s first Fisher
House in Tucson, AZ. Fisher House will provide free and
temporary lodging for military and veterans’ families to stay
while a loved one is receiving treatment at the Southern
Arizona Veterans Hospital or other medical facilities in
Tucson. Please stop by Post for more info or go online:
http://www.arizonafisherhouse.org/.

In Service for God & Country, we thank you!
Check out our page on www.bouseaz.com
(just click on the logo on bottom of web page)
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Walking in Wyatt’s Footsteps
By Pat Walch

Though I’ve done a lot of research about Wyatt Earp, toured his haunts in Tombstone, cradled in the arms of his
life-sized statue on the grounds of the famed shootout at the OK Corral for a photo album masterpiece, and felt a true
kinship to him after writing a fiction account of Wyatt set in the Parker area, I’ve never experienced the closeness I did
touring the home where he and Josie lived in Vidal, CA the last 20 years of their lives together. No, the worn velvet sofa
in the living room did not belong to the Earps. And Wyatt never actually sat in the kitchen chair, yet I saw him there:
fingering his moustache in anticipation of the bubbling shepherd’s pie Josie gently set on the Navajo woven mat for
their evening meal . His dark and loving eyes roved from the rough hewn table to her beautiful face, then to the lock of
hair that poked dangerously close to her right eye—an escapee from the carved abalone shell comb he’d given her when
first they met.
The dress that hung on the bedroom closet door suited Josie to a T: a silky bluish semi-fitted frock with soft ruffles
around a modest neckline that would have been equally welcome at church or on stage belting out her next number at
Tombstone’s notorious and naughty Bird Cage Saloon. She was the star on stage, Wyatt dealing Faro when she caught
his eye that fateful evening. They enjoyed a lifetime together in their remaining 50 years, many right here in this little
more than a shack in those days. No indoor facilities then—as have since been added today—but a palace compared
to their makeshift tent or wagon quarters they shared in the past traveling to or from the latest mining boomtowns to
make their fortune.
And make their fortune they did . . . several of them to be more exact. It was a feast or famine career for Wyatt
and Josie. After leaving Tombstone, they established themselves in the gold rush towns of Murray and Eagle City in
Northern Idaho, where they served drinks to rowdy crowds in a miner’s tent alongside Pritchard Creek and the White
Elephant Saloon in Eagle City. But it wasn’t too long until they, along with Wyatt’s brothers Virgil and James, were run
out of town with lawsuits filed against them for claim jumping.
From Idaho, the Earps moved on to the fastest growing city of the latter 1880s: San Diego. It didn’t take Wyatt long
to secure a list of properties, three of which, soon grew to be the most prosperous gambling houses in the city. He was
also noted to race horses and referee prize fights. San Diego’s run was fast but short, and as the end of the 90s neared
things were falling apart—including the Earps’ holdings. Many were sold off for a fraction of their worth, some given up
to taxes.
Then came news from the North—Gold Discovered in the Klondike— and they were on a steamer to Dawson City. As
that boom petered out, Wyatt and Josie moved to Nome where gold was being scooped up from the sands on the beach.
They built and operated a couple of gambling houses in Nome: the Dexter and The Only Second Class Saloon in Alaska.
It is said Wyatt left Alaska in 1901 with over $80,000 dollars.
They followed the gold to Tonopah, Nevada, where—you guessed it—he opened the Northern Saloon. He tried his luck
mining the surrounding area, including the rich strike just eight miles south at Goldfield; but eventually they sold the
Northern and moved to Los Angeles. A miner at heart, he prospected along the CA/AZ border where he established his
Happy Days claims in the Whipple Mountains and moved into the little cottage in Vidal. The Earps spent their winters
mining, then fled the desert heat to return to LA for the summer. Travel was easy, taking the train to Yuma and then
up the Colorado by steamboat; or the Santa Fe Railroad to Needles and south to Vidal by wagon. Wyatt filed over 100
claims where he found gold and copper but the veins proved to be too shallow to be profitable.
Known as the American West’s most famous and gentleman gunfighter, Wyatt was sought by Hollywood writers and
producers to consult on early western movies during the latter years of his life. It is said he even played in some as an
extra and made many good friends in show business. Wyatt Earp died in his sleep January 13, 1929 at the age of 80.
Treasured friends, Tom Mix and William S. Hart, served as pall bearers . Wyatt’s ashes are buried in Josie’s family plot
in Colma, CA just south of San Francisco where she joined him in 1944.
Wyatt’s memory is forever inscribed in the desert area where he spent the happiest moments of his last 20 years by
a little square stucco U S Post Office beside the tracks of the Santa Fe Railroad, known and identified by the railroad
and Post Office signs as Earp, California; and the little fenced- in cottage at the near ghost town of Vidal. Today, the
cottage is privately owned and not open to the public, but an historic plaque stands outside the fence to identify it as
the Earp’s home. The tiny Post Office—located just across the river from Parker, AZ on California’s Highway 62, and
bordered by the Whipple Mountains to the west, the Colorado River to the east—maintains regular business hours for
area residents and winter visitors. Memorabilia of the Earps can be seen at the Earp Post Office, the nearby convenience
store, and the Parker Museum.

Wyoming Annual Gathering

The Wyoming Picnic on February 20, 2016 drew 80 snowbirds from all around Wyoming to kick up their heels and
have some fun.
“It’s always a great time to visit . . . and fun to meet new folks, find out where they come from, and where they are
wintering down here,” said ReNae Hedges. “Thanks go out to the Boosters for the use of the hall, to Barb and Vickie and
all who put this event together, the good cooks that brought the food, and all those who joined in to eat our fabulous
feast and share their day.”
Several Wyoming-made items were donated for door prizes, including a beautiful quilt made by Meleese Neberker-you may have seen her in last month’s Newsletter. Attendees are encouraged to bring Wyoming-made items to next
year’s picnic for raffle prizes!
Plans for next year are already in the works. If you’re from Wyoming and you haven’t already joined in the annual fun,
put this date on your calendar: February 18, 2017 at the Bouse Booster Hall (always the 3rd Saturday of February).
Have a wonderful summer . . .we look forward to seeing you all next year.
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Bouse Community Church

Ghost Riders OHV News

Community Assembly of God @ Stone & Worley
Pastor Sharon Hillhouse ………… 928-503-2847
Sunday:
Sunday School
9:45 AM
Worship & Service
11:00 AM
Wednesday: Bible Study
7:00 PM
		
Youth Bible Club
7:00 PM

During February we continued
to enjoy Club Rides. It’s always
fun to get together and share trails
and stories, but those who’ve
volunteered to lead our rides need
some help to plan and lead the
rides. Interested? Please let one of
our officers know. Our monthly hot
dog roast at the park was well attended, over thirty people.
If you haven’t been to one, please join us this month.

By Heather Huhtala

Bouse Water

By Ginny Rada

District Meeting
Mar 9th, 6 PM
Bouse Booster Hall

The Bouse Community Newsletter

Funding is provided jointly by the Bouse Booster
Club and the Chamber of Commerce to keep your
news coming. Content is provided by the Writers’
Cramp and representatives of your local clubs and
organizations. Guest writers are welcome, call 208949-9022. All rights reserved. Editorial changes made
as needed for publication. Available online at www.
bouseazchamber.com.
Businesses and organizations are welcome to place
an advertising 8 ½ X 11” preprinted insert in the
newsletter. Advance notification is required, call for
monthly distribution amount. Monthly deadline dates
for articles and inserts are printed on the calendar.

Want to work on the newsletter?
We need volunteers to work on the Bouse
Community Newsletter. Printing, editing and more.
Contact Pat @ 208-949-9022

Food Bank

2nd Tuesday of every Month, 9:30 - 11am
behind Bouse Booster Club

BOUSE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Ted Finkbeiner III – 928-581-5167
Church Office – 928-851-2612
Web site: bouseazsobaptist.org
Sunday:
8:45 am – Sunday School
10:00 am – Morning Worship
6:00 pm – Back to Basics
Wednesday:
6:00 pm – Prayer and Bible Study

BOUSE VOLUNTEER FIRE DISTRICT
Message Phone: 928-851-2648
Monthly meeting, Second Tuesday @5pm,
all year at the Fire House
In case of fire or medical emergency, dial 911

Internet Users - Don’t Miss Out!
Find your Bouse Monthly Newsletter
October through May
@ www.bouseazchamber.com

Ghost Rider Girls on their trip to Fisherman’s Cabin.

March 17th is our last meeting of the season—at the
Booster Hall, 9am. Come join us; visitors are always
welcome. We have representatives from related groups
join us for our meetings to share information about La
Paz County and our trail system. Recently, officials from
the OHV Advisory Board, Forest Service joined several cub
members for an area ride to review and discuss our trails
and grant opportunities to help with trail maintenance.
Thanks to Ron Riffe for leading that group.
Club OHV rides meet each 1st and 3rd Tuesday, Nov/
Mar at the LaPaz County Park on Plomosa Road at 9:30.
Jeep rides meet at the Park on the 2nd and 4th Thursday
at 8:30 unless otherwise announced by the club.
Our members helped provide Security Staff for the Parker
425 race in February. Ghost Riders Club is becoming
known within the state and earning respect among the
government agencies we work with. Thanks to those who
helped with the Parker 425 and recent Highway Cleanup.
We welcome new members to ride and enjoy our activities.
Annual dues are $10 per family. Current members: if you
haven’t paid your 2016 dues, please send them in to close
out the books as our season ends. Send your check to:
Ghost Riders, P.O. Box 878, Bouse, AZ 85325.
Check out our new web site at http://www.bouseaz.com
for info on club rides and activities. Find us under the
“Clubs & Groups” or just click on our logo at the bottom of
the page. Email: ghost_riders_bouse@hotmail.com
REMINDER: Slow down or stay on the pavement in town
or around campers to keep the dust down!
Have a great summer . . . see you in the fall!

Rabies Clinic
Bouse Fire Station

Saturday, March 12, 10:30-Noon
Rabies – dogs and cats, $20
9 in 1 – dogs, $30 (w/Parvo and Corona)
4 in 1 – cats, $20
Dog Licenses and other vaccinations available
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With Thanks to Jane Allbert

This month we’d like to pay
tribute to our outgoing President,
Jane Allbert, who has served us
well for the last 7 years and more.
Jane’s the one who’s led us, kicked
our butts occasionally, and kept us
all working together to promote the
services and hospitality you—our
patrons—enjoy at the Bouse Library
today. Jane’s the one we thank for developing our Friends
of the Library into who we are, what we do. Jane and Olyn
will soon be leaving Bouse to move into the Phoenix area
to be closer to medical support and family members. We
will all miss them, and wish them well in their new home.
. . and hope they’ll leave the light on for us!
Things are slowing down a little around town, winding
down, making way for the summer. What a year it’s been
for your Friends of the Library! We must thank all of you
out there who’ve supported us by attending our events,
those who’ve donated books and other items for The Final
Chapter, those who’ve generously donated cash, and those
who’ve given your precious time, efforts, or services to
make our events happen, to make them a success. You
know who you are, we wish we could give you all a big hug!
Together we make our Library a better place for all!
The Final Chapter book store will be open Saturday,
March 5th and 19th from 10-2. We just received a bunch
of donated jigsaw puzzles and TV series’ season DVDs.
Please drop by to see us and pick up a few!
P. S. I’m reading a book about anti-gravity. I just can’t
put it down. :)

Q: Why can’t you borrow money from a leprechaun?
A: Because they’re always a little short.

Attn: Ghost Riders

Last Hot Dog Roast of the Season!
At “Picnic Wash,” 1 mi E of Bouse
Airport
Short ATV ride previous,
meet at Community Park, 1 pm
All others meet at Bouse Rest Stop,
3 pm for escort to area
Road is accessible to all vehicles
Bring chairs and beverages,
Info - Call or Text 208-866-6008

Colorado Blues Festival 2016
Saturday, March 12, 2-8pm
Blue Water Casino Amphitheater, Parker

FREE ADMISSION
Three Bands, Lots of Raffle Prizes
Motorcycle Show 2 - 5pm $5.00 entry
All proceeds and donations to Veterans Helping
Veterans of AZ
For more info: Chuck Jordan, Event Coordinator,
928-566-9774
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Volunteering...Just My Thoughts
By Yvonne Baron

Being a Bouse Snowbird for the last 12 years, I’ve seen
many changes—as many of us have: the Bouse Newsletter,
creation of the Bouse Public Library, the new elementary
school, Fire Department, and of late, opening of the Family
Dollar.
I’ve heard many folks say that once you volunteer, you
get “used up.” If you are involved in any activities or events
in Bouse, you will see the same faces in many of the places
around town. And they do it to help the town—no questions
asked. Except, maybe, “Where are the other volunteers?”
The folks you see volunteering are here for the same
reason we are: to leave the nasty weather wherever we
are from and meet up with fellow Snowbirds to enjoy the
weather the trails, and the activities here and around
Bouse. If you think for a minute about what you participate
in—the Booster Breakfast, reading the Bouse Newsletter,
playing Bingo, checking out books, videos, and using
computers at the Library, buying books from The Final
Chapter, holiday dinners, ice cream socials, game night,
and on and on it can go . . . you should take notice of the
faces “running the shows.”
These folks give their time freely for they know that if
they did not volunteer, many of these functions would not
happen. Do these people feel “used up?” I’m sure some do
. . . but they keep smiling and deal with whatever comes
their way.
Becoming a volunteer has enabled me to meet so many
people and help them as much as I can. Volunteering does
not cost you anything . . . but maybe a few hours a day,
a week, a month . . . and the satisfaction you feel is a
wonderful thing.
Why not give a little of yourself to our wonderful little
community. Get a good feeling by being involved and
help us make sure we do not “USE UP” our dedicated
volunteers.

Brenda
Mar 16		
Ted Vigil as “John Denver,” 3pm and 7pm,
		
$10
Mar 17		
Murder Mystery Dinner, 5:30pm, $15 and
		
$16.50
Mar 18		
Murder Dessert Theatre, 6pm, $7.50
		
All of the above at Desert Gold RV Park,
		
Info & tickets: 928-927-7605
Parker
Mar 2		
Antique Road Show, Parker Library, 10-2,
		
928-669-2622
Mar 3		
Taste of Parker, Joshua St. Mall, 5:30-8,
		
928-669-8620
Mar 10-12
La Paz County Fair, 928-669-8100
Mar 12		
Blues Festival and Motorcycle Show,
		
2-8pm, 928-566-9774
Quartzsite
March 4
Health Fair, QIA, 7:30-Noon
March 4-6
Grand Gathering, QIA

The walls in my flat, says Murphy, are so thin,
that every time I ask my wife a question,
I get three different answers
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Salome High School

By: Rosa Frias & Thomas Lard

A Glimpse Into Arizona’s Past

Did you know that Pearl Hart, famed outlaw and female
stagecoach robber in the late 1890 to early 1900s was jailed
in Florence, Tucson, and other towns across the West,
and then ended up sentenced to Yuma Territorial Prison
before she was 30? She and her boyfriend Joe Boot robbed
the Florence-Globe stage in 1899; both were sentenced to
five years. Joe escaped and was never seen again. Pearl
was released at the end of 1902—the governor’s premise
(and, reportedly that of public opinion) was there were no
suitable accommodations for women at the prison. What’s
the rest of the story?
Would you like to learn more about Pearl or other
“famous” names from Arizona’s past? The making of the
towns and cities we all enjoy today? Mining towns and
other stories of Arizona life in the “old days?” Drop us a
note to Bouse News 10, Box 1057, Bouse, 85325 to let
us know your thoughts, ideas of what you enjoy about
our Bouse Community Newsletter. We’d love to hear from
you!

Phony IRS Threatens Fines

Calls from the “IRS” are being received reporting “fines
that must be paid on back taxes to avoid being sued” are
circulating throughout the US. Then, the caller comes up
with an “easy” quick cash payment way to settle it. The
scam can be authenticated on the official IRS website.
Don’t be fooled by this or similar telephone or mailed
attempts to bilk money from unsuspecting folks.
The IRS reports they will never notify taxpayers by
phone, only by mail. If you think you may owe taxes, call
IRS at 800-829-1040. If you receive a suspicious call,
hang up the phone immediately. Report the incident to
the US Treasury inspector general for tax administration
at 800-366-4484.
This is an old scam, but still happening. My folks and
also some friends of mine have received such calls recently,
so it’s a real thing.
AARP Fraud Watch Network provides info on con artists’
latest tricks and how to protect yourself at www.aarp.org/
fraudnetwork. Stay safe!

Happy St. Patty’s Day
Keep Bouse Green
Support Your Local Merchants

Spring is coming and softball,
baseball, and track have begun!
The coaches and players are very
excited for the upcoming games.
The softball team has nineteen
girls playing this year. The boy’s
baseball team has 22 young
players who are excited to begin
play, plus six returning starters.
The first ballgames for both girls
and boys is next Wednesday at
Arizona Charter. Coach Slucas
is very hopeful for a successful track season. Their first
meet will be at Wickenburg High School on March 2nd.
On Tuesday, March 2nd, Salome High School will have a
sports banquet.
FBLA will be fundraising once again for March of Dimes.
Look for their coin collection boxes at your local retailers
in March and drop in your spare change! Club members
will go to the March for Babies event on April 9th to donate
all money that is collected. There will also be a Border
Patrol assembly for the freshmen at Salome High School
on the first of March. Students who have been awarded
honor rolls this past semester will go to the Renaissance
on Thursday, March 3rd. Student Council will be having
a spaghetti dinner on March 15th.
On Friday the photography class and culinary class
will go to Yuma for the Skill USA Competition to compete
against Cibola, Mohave, and River Valley. The menu for
the culinary competition includes a composed salad with
emulsified dressing and clear soup, sautéed chicken with
mushroom pan sauce, brown rice pilaf, green vegetable,
and Julienne carrots. The students competing in the
culinary event will be Guadalupe Balderrama and Ruby
Bautista, with Maria Burris observing.
The photography competition is divided into two parts: a
written exam based on photographic knowledge, and skill
performance. The written test will quiz the competitor’s
photographic knowledge on a 10 multiple-choice test.
Photography competitors, Angelica Pantoja and Emily
Carnevale
will also demonstrate their photographic
mechanics to take outdoor pictures and use Photoshop to
edit them.

FREE Income Tax Help
Sponsored by AARP
Quartzsite Senior Center
On Moon Mountain Road

Wed & Thurs, 8amnoon, ‘til April 15
Take a number, first come,
first served
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Bouse Community Information
		

Chamber of Commerce
Business Members

Medical & Emergency
Bouse Clinic, 8-Noon, Tue & Thur

928-851-2177

Bouse Fire District Office
(Non-Emergency)

928-851-2648

La Paz Regional Hospital

928-669-9201

Hospice of Havasu, Inc

888-468-2111

A & C Mercantile

928-851-2229

All Around Maintenance

480-822-8086

American Legion Post #46

928-851-1050

American Legion Auxilary

928-851-1050

Arrow Lock and Key

928-851-2550

BLH &T Construction

928-851-1175

B S Ranch

517-449-5027

Betty Hunter Real Estate

928-851-2244

Blue Moose Design Services

928-575-5122

BouseAZ.com

928-575-5122

Power – APS

928-669-2248

Bouse Community Park

928-851-0043

Phone – Frontier

877-462-8188

Bouse RV Park

928-851-2508

Water – Bouse-Worley Water

928-851-2514

Bouse Tire Shop

928-916-0698

27641 Frame St, Drop box for bill pay

Coachman’s Café

928-851-1111

Coyote Ridge RV Park

928-851-1061

David Plunkett Real Estate

928-851-2424

Desert Rose Acres Subdivision

928-851-2590

Desert Pueblo RV Park

928-851-2206

Family Dollar

928 851-6015

Funtime Fab

928-851-5163

Farmers Insurance, Parker

928-669-6225

HJK Trucking, Harley

909-239-1162

Interurban Electric

928-277-5099

J & S Supply

928-575-5057

KR Well Drilling

928-851-2975

La Mesa Verde RV Park

928-851-2456

Look ‘N See, Parker

928-669-1937

Ocotillo Restaurant & Lodge

928-851-2219

7am - 10 pm
Plomosa Backhoe

928-851-2463

Purcell Jajoba Farming
Q-Mountain Well Drilling
Renee’s Lil Ole Country Shoppee

Emergency (fire or medical) 911

928-669-2281

Non-emergency (fire or sheriff) 311

888-818-4911

Public Utilities and Offices

Clubs and Organizations
Bouse Booster Club

928-851-1080

Booster Bingo
Bouse Community Newsletter

208-949-9022

Bouse Genealogical Society

928-916-0029

Bouse Hills Muzzle Loaders

623-826-5619

Chamber of Commerce

928-851-2509

Desert Brushes Artists

208-670-1711

Friends of Bouse Library

307-851-8837

Ghost Riders ORV Club

404-642-4126

LaPaz Roadrunners

406-560-2088

Quilters & Crafters

928-851-2627

Writer’s Cramp

208-949-9022

Public Services
Bouse Elementary School

928-851-2213

928-851-2414

Bouse Food Bank

928-916-9676

928-851-2537

Bouse Public Library

928-851-1023

928-851-2358

La Paz County District Supervisor

928-669-6115

LaPaz County Transit

800-319-5976

9-3, Tu/Sa
Roadrunner Market II

928-851-2400

Somewhere Bar & Grill

928-851-1051

U-Sav Storage

928-851-9220

VFW Post 2357, 10 - Close daily

928-851-2857

Villa La Paz RV Park

928-851-2176

Vision Propane

928-851-1011

Welding - Heavy Duty

928-851-2102

Got News? . . .
Email: bousenews10@aol.com,

Or call 208-949-9022

928-453-2111

928-669-6155
Post Office

928-851-2313

Chamber members in bold print
Proud contributors
to the
Bouse Community
Newsletter

